CHAPTER II

First Voyage to India

PORTUGUESE enterprise in the East lias boon repre-
sented as a mere rush after gain,  It was a groat deal
more; it was the last Crusade. It was an act in defence of
Europe against the Moslem menace,

This menace was a very real one, Several times already
Christian civilization had almost been destroyed by Hie
hordes of Islam. On the capture of Constantiuoplo in 1453
the peril was renewed.

Hitherto Mohammedanism had drawn its reserves from
an unknown and illimitable Asia, a mysterious Africa; it
had for its background a world closed to Europe, 'Little
Portugal, one of the smaller, poorer, less populous realms
of Christendom, was the first to turn the flank of Islam and
take the Moslem by surprise in his stronghold in the Far
East.

Portugal certainly meant to capture the spice trade and
divert it to her profit; but when did any government,
modern or mediaeval, follow a policy of undiluted altruism?
Many of the men who journeyed east wore hoping to get
rich; some made this their main aim, and the more respect-
able were followed by the usual mob of scallywags and
adventurers. But almost the same could bo said of the earlier
Crusades or any other undertaking of faulty mankind, The
fact remains that this was not a mere commercial venture;
the greatest of its leaders were all crusaders at heart, and the
deliverance of Jerusalem was their far-off ideal A papal
bull granted special indulgence to those who died fighting the